
A  j o i n t  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e d u c a t i o n  a d v o c a c y  g r o u p s

T h e  G r e a t  W o r k
o f  M o n t a n a ’ s

P u b l i c  S c h o o l s

V o l u m e  I I I     O c t o b e r  2 0 1 5

“ It is the goal of the people to establ ish a system of education which 

wil l develop the full educational potential of each person. Equal ity of 

educational opportunity is guaranteed to each person of the state .”
Article  X ,  Sect ion 1 ,  Montana Const itut ion



M T- P E C / Z o g b y  P o l l  R e f l e c t s  S t r o n g  S u p p o r t  f o r  M o n t a n a  
P u b l i c  S c h o o l s  A m o n g  M o n t a n a  Vo t e r s

In October 2015, the Montana Public Education Center released results of a recent poll of Montana voters’ opinions on K-12 public
education issues.  The poll was conducted by respected international polling and research company Zogby Analytics, using industry-
standard methodologies with a margin of error of +/-4.5%.  The poll results reveal a strong sentiment of support among Montana voters 
for K-12 public education on a wide range of issues.  
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M o n t a n a  v o t e r s ’  o p i n i o n s  

r e g a r d i n g  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e i r  

o w n  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y  p u b l i c  

s c h o o l s :  

When asked to grade their local
community public schools, 62.9 percent
of Montana voters would give their local 
schools an A or a B grade.

62.9%

2 0 . 8 %

A a n dB C D FN o t  s u r e

7 . 6 %
5 . 1 % 3 . 7 %

D o  M o n t a n a  v o t e r s  t h i n k  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  

s h o u l d  b e  w e l l  r o u n d e d  o r  b a s i c ?

89.2%
Well rounded

7 . 8 %
Basics only

3 . 0 %
Not sure
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W h o  d o  M o n t a n a  v o t e r s  t r u s t  t o  d o  w h a t  

i s  b e s t  a c a d e m i c a l l y  f o r  s t u d e n t s  i n  

p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ?
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39.9% 

— Congress

    — Legislators

    — Governor

       — U.S Dept. of Education

                — Not Sure

                — School Superintendents

                — School Principals

                       — State Superintendent

                                 — State Board of Public Education

                                                    — Locally Elected School Boards

                                   — Classroom Teachers

M o n t a n a  v o t e r s  s u p p o r t  e l e c t e d

o f f i c i a l s  w h o  s u p p o r t  i n c r e a s e d  

f u n d i n g  f o r  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n

o v e r  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  s u p p o r t i n g

a  d e c r e a s e  o r  f r e e z e  i n  p u b l i c

e d u c a t i o n  f u n d i n g :

60.5%
Support elected 

officials who 
support increased 
funding for K-12 
public education

1 6 . 2 %
Support elected  
official’s position 
on this matter 
doesn’t matter
 to me

11 . 8 %
Not sure

11 . 5 %
Support elected 
officials who 
supports decreas-
ing or freezing 
spending in K-12

| 17 



M o n t a n a  v o t e r s ’  o p i n i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  w h o  

s h o u l d  d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  t w o  o r  m o r e  

s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  m u s t  c o n s o l i d a t e :

65.4% responded that it should be the voters in the 
school districts affected by the change in the structure.

65.4%

2 1 . 4 %
Elected school boards 
of the districts affected 
by the change in 
structure

7 . 7 % Not sure

2 . 9 % Executive Branch (Governor, 
State Superintendent)2 . 6 %

State Legislature

Voters in school 
districts affected.

M o n t a n a  v o t e r s  s u p p o r t  e l e c t e d

o f f i c i a l s  w h o  s u p p o r t  i m p r o v e m e n t

a n d  i n n o v a t i o n  i n  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  

o v e r  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  s u p p o r t i n g  p u b l i c  

f u n d i n g  o f  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l  a l t e r n a t i v e s :

65.0%
Supports elected officials 
who support improvement 
and innovation in public 

education 1 8 . 5 %
Supports elected 
officials who 
support provid-
ing taxpayer 
funding of 
private school 
alternatives

1 0 . 1 %
Not sure

6 . 4 %
Position of elected 
officials on this issues 
does not matter to me
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When it comes to how state 
government spends tax dollars, 
which of the following areas do 
you think should be the highest 
priority?

48.9%
K-12 

public

schools

24.4%
Public health 
and human 

services
(services for 

children, 
aged and 
disabled)

1 0 . 6 %
Corrections, 
public safety 

and law 
enforcement

8 . 1 %
Not sure

8 . 0 %
Higher 

education 

S h o u l d  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  p r i o r i t i z e  f u n d i n g  t o  a d d r e s s  

$ 3 6 0  m i l l i o n  i n  d e f e r r e d  m a i n t e n a n c e  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  

i t s  2 0 0 8  s c h o o l  f a c i l i t i e s  s t u d y ?

7 . 7 %
Not sure

1 5 . 6 %
Oppose

76.7%
Support prioritization of 

funding to address
$360 million in deferred 

maintenance

M o n t a n a  v o t e r s ’  o p i n i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  s c h o o l  

f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  s t u d e n t  a c h i e v e m e n t

89.4%
Connection of condition of 
school facilities to student 
achievement considered 

important

1 5 . 6 %
Unimportant

1 . 9 %
Not sure
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M o n t a n a  v o t e r s ’  c h e r i s h  t h e i r  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  g u a r a n t e e s .  

Percent identifying as important. 
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89.6%

83.7%

83.2%

82.3%

74.1%

53.0%

Adequate and equitable funding 
of public schools by the Legislature

Supervision and control of public education 
by locally elected school boards

General supervision of public education and development
of standards by the Board of Public Education

Prohibition on discrimination on account of sex, race,
creed, religion, political beliefs or national origin

Preservation of cultural heritage
of American Indian Peoples and Tribes

Prohibition on direct or indirect aid for parochial schools

 20 |



The Montana Constitution provides enforceable constitutional guarantees that substantially benefit all Montana citizens.  

Will devote themselves  to developing 
the full educational potential of  each 
person

Will provide equality of educational 
opportunity to each child

Will be adequately and equitably 
funded by the Legislature

Will be generally supervised by an 
appointed board of public education

Will be governed by local trustees, 
subject to popular election in each 
community

Will preserve the distinct and unique 
cultural heritage of American Indian 
Peoples and Tribes

Will afford citizens a right to attend and 
participate in decisions of the school 
board and access public documents

Will protect the privacy interests of 
students 

Will be nonsectarian and otherwise free 
from discrimination on account of sex, 
race, creed, religion, political beliefs, or 
national origin

T h e  M o n t a n a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  o u r  p u b l i c l y  f u n d e d  K - 1 2  s c h o o l s :  

The founding of Montana’s Public Schools pre-dates Montana’s state-
hood by 25 years. The creation of a system of public schools was one 
of the first actions of the First Montana Territorial Legislative Assembly 
in 1864. 

Since the first public school opened in Virginia City in 1865, Montana’s 
Public Schools have been preparing Montana children for a future of 
success over the last 150 years, governed by community-elected 
trustees all along the way. 


